
   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

BC Summer Reading Club 2024: 
Final Report  
  



BC Summer Reading Club 2024 Final Report  

2 
 

Table of Contents 
Executive Summary ........................................................................................................................ 3 

What’s New for 2024....................................................................................................................... 5 

2024 Theme and Artist ................................................................................................................... 5 

Goals, Metrics, and Outcomes for BC SRC 2024 .......................................................................... 8 

Overview of SRC Registration ...................................................................................................... 11 

Community Connections ............................................................................................................... 14 

School Visits .............................................................................................................................. 15 

Library Programs and Events ................................................................................................... 15 

Outreach and Partnerships ....................................................................................................... 16 

Evaluation ..................................................................................................................................... 17 

Key Findings .............................................................................................................................. 17 

Accessibility................................................................................................................................... 19 

Ongoing Challenges & Request for Support ................................................................................ 21 

Conclusion .................................................................................................................................... 22 

Appendix A: BC SRC by the Numbers ......................................................................................... 23 

Appendix B: BC SRC Registration Numbers ............................................................................... 25 

Appendix C: Financial Summary 2024 BC Summer Reading Club ............................................. 29 

Statement of Expenses ............................................................................................................. 29 

Statement of Revenue .............................................................................................................. 29 

Appendix D: The Full BC Summer Reading Club 2024 Team .................................................... 30 

 

 

  



BC Summer Reading Club 2024 Final Report  

3 
 

Executive Summary 
For over 30 years, BC Summer Reading Club (BC SRC) has been a mainstay in public libraries 

in over 200 communities across British Columbia. For children and their families, BC SRC helps 

them to form relationships within their community, connect with their local libraries, and build up 

their love of reading. In 2024, BC SRC was successfully delivered to 691 public libraries across 

the province, with a new all-time high of over 97,000 registered participants through our hybrid 

model. This increased volume of participation happened in spite of forest fire evacuations and 

various library closures, and was made possible by the tireless work of library workers, 

volunteers, summer students, and the amazing communities that we serve.   

“We absolutely love the summer reading program. It is such a 
wonderful motivator to keep expanding reading and literacy skills. 
My child loves participating and feels so accomplished at the end 
of the summer. Thank you to all involved for your effort and hard 

work building this program!”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

Our 2024 theme, World of Curiosities, invited children to explore all the wonderful things 

curiosity can spark: play, imagination, wonder, and learning. It was an absolute hit with not only 

library staff, but with children, parents/caregivers, teachers, and other stakeholders, in part due 

to this year’s artwork by Meneka Repka. We saw a continuation of increased community 

engagement via class visits, outreach events, and partnerships across BC, which demonstrated 

how libraries can both connect with their communities and respond to their needs. As the rising 

cost of living affects more and more families, the ability to provide a high quality, free, and 

educational summer program, while also offering a welcoming environment for children and 

their families all year long, illustrates the important and necessary work of public libraries across 

this province.   

“Throughout the SRC program this summer, the children 
developed an excitement about spending time in the library and 

enthusiasm for reading and meeting their reading goals. It 
continues to be an important part of our community to offer free 

programming like the Summer Reading Club, as expressed by the 
parents/caregivers as well as the children who participate in the 

program.”  

From Lillooet Area Library Association Staff 

 
1 This year, Fort Nelson Public Library decided to run their own all ages/generations program, but 
indicated it would be a trial for their library. 
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Part of BC Summer Reading Club’s mission has always been to help support and empower 

public libraries with administering the program to their local communities. Every community has 

different needs, and we encourage our public library systems to explore and understand what 

those needs are to ensure that participants and their families have an experience that is not only 

enjoyable, but truly inclusive and welcoming; this fosters a relationship with their local library 

beyond SRC. As public libraries move forward with implementing the Accessible British 

Columbia Act, we hope that BC SRC can help lead by example on how to provide inclusive and 

accessible options to one’s community through our annual SRC manual, online resources, and 

professional development opportunities. Our ongoing commitment to creating a more accessible 

British Columbia involves developing more professional development opportunities for library 

staff and it continues to be a priority that aligns with the values of the Province, public libraries, 

and the British Columbia Library Association. We remain grateful for the financial support for 

these ongoing initiatives from the BC Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Public Libraries Branch, and 

we look forward to continuing this work into 2025.  

“When the kids started the summer they were reluctant to pick up 
a book and read in their spare time but because of the summer 
reading challenge, they are now eager to pick up a book in their 

free time and at bed time. Thank you! We will be doing this 
program next summer again for sure!”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British Columbia through 

the Ministry of Municipal Affairs; BC SRC is made possible by a $65,000 grant from the BC 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Public Libraries Branch. CUPE BC also generously provided a 

$50,000 donation, ensuring that children across the province received a celebratory medal for 

participating in BC SRC. 

 

Image Caption: One of this year’s SRC characters, a frog sitting on a rock playing a banjo.  
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What’s New for 2024 
In 2024, we welcomed the following new additions to BC SRC: 

• Welcomed Kate Wood, former YAACS Chair and BC SRC Co-Chair, as the new BC 

SRC Provincial Assistant 

• Hosted an accessibility workshop with AIDE Canada called “Creating Autism Friendly 

Libraries” as an introduction to serving children with autism and/or other intellectual 

disabilities and their families 

• Included an “I Started” sticker for this year’s Reading Record design and additional 

prompts to capture summer highlights and moments 

 

2024 Theme and Artist 
Over 97,000 children across the province visited their local libraries to explore a World of 

Curiosities and were invited to explore the wonders that curiosity can spark in young people.   

BC SRC is proud to continue to collaborate with local BC illustrators to bring the program’s 

themes to fruition. This year, we were beyond thrilled to work with Victoria-based, Sri-Lankan 

Canadian illustrator, Meneka Repka. Her illustration style draws upon classic fairy tales and the 

whimsy of classic children’s illustrators like Richard Scarry. When Meneka approached BC SRC 

with her “World of Curiosities” concept, she wanted to spark the wonder and imagination that 

children feel when inspired by curiosity. She drew from her own childhood memories of 

collecting found objects and the sentimentality that turns them into beloved treasures. The 

artwork illustrated collections inspired by the natural world and featured beautifully drawn 

characters and whimsical creatures. Not only did her artwork resonate with children across BC, 

but we had never heard so much positive feedback and excitement about the program’s artwork 

from people of all ages. For 2025, we are looking forward to a bright summer with the “Colour 

Your Summer” theme.   

 

Image Caption: A group shot of all five of the children depicted in this year’s artwork. 
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“We LOVE this program. This is our 3rd or 4th year participating, 
and my kids look forward to it every summer. The theme this year 
was wonderful, and a special shout out to the staff & librarians at 
Saanich Centennial Branch of GVPL for bringing the theme alive! 

We are already looking forward to 2025!”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

Continuing with last year’s success of an online passive program, Meneka helped BC SRC offer 

a drawing tutorial and contest. She created a printable “Roll a Monster” worksheet and short 

video that inspired kids of all ages to create monsters with the roll of a die. Kids from across the 

province shared their creations with us, and Meneka selected a few of her favourites for an SRC 

prize pack.   

 

Image Caption: A worksheet featuring images to roll a monster. Follow the dice roll to create your own 

creature. 

https://bcsrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/BC-SRC-2024-Roll-a-Monster-1-800x1031.png
https://vimeo.com/982893135
https://vimeo.com/982893135
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Image Caption: A monster drawn by Elodie (a previous participant in 2023’s dinosaur contest), Age 8, 
Whistler Public Library 

 

 
 

Image Caption: A monster drawn by Britton, Age 9, Fraser Valley Regional library 
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Goals, Metrics, and Outcomes for BC SRC 2024 
BC Summer Reading Club is guided by four main goals, inspired by and aligned with BC's 

Strategic Plan for Public Library Service: Refreshed Strategies and Actions :  

PROVINCIAL STRATEGIC PLAN  BC SRC GOALS  

 Enhancing Connectivity and Digital Access: Support 

cooperation on the delivery of shared services and 

digital resources.   

1.    Create an equitable, accessible, 

and inclusive program experience for 

participants  

   

Building Capacity: Support innovative initiatives that 

enable staff and boards to lead in an evolving digital, 

societal, and community landscape.  

   

2.    Support literacy opportunities for 

children and their families during the 

summer months  

3.    Build community connections for 

participants with and for their local 

public libraries  

4.    Provide support for local public 

libraries  

   

As a note, many of the outputs and outcomes for this year are continuations from previous 

years and we hope to see this evolve as we focus on additional accessibility initiatives for the 

coming years.  

GOAL  OUTPUTS  OUTCOMES  

Create an equitable, 

accessible, and 

inclusive program 

experience for 

participants  

   

· Continued a hybrid program 

model supporting in-person 

and online participation, which 

allows children and families to 

participate in the manner that 

best suits their needs and 

circumstances  

 

· Conducted an inclusion review 

of the annual BC SRC Manual 

guided by Dr. Tess 

Prendergast, 

UBC iSchool Instructor  

 

· Created booklists that included 

titles available through NNELS 

and CELA for participants with 

print disabilities and promoted 

· 97,322 BC children and their 

families had a free, high-quality, 

fun summer experience available 

through local libraries and online 

at bcsrc.ca, including print 

materials and online activities  

  

· Children of all abilities were able 

to participate in Summer Reading 

Club due to the availability of a 

hybrid program with a variety of 

accessible SRC resources such 

as programs, booklists, and 

online activities, and the 

reframing of success by allowing 

participants to set their own 

reading goals  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/residents/sports-and-recreation/arts-culture/public-libraries/public_libraries_strat_plan_2024.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjXzP7rh6WKAxWYODQIHTVkM5QQFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3PoyD_Nf-TaOTf97A1cikW
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/residents/sports-and-recreation/arts-culture/public-libraries/public_libraries_strat_plan_2024.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjXzP7rh6WKAxWYODQIHTVkM5QQFnoECBQQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3PoyD_Nf-TaOTf97A1cikW
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these lists on the online 

tracker and website 

  

· Resources were made 

available in a variety of 

languages, including bilingual 

print materials in English and 

French, a Welcome to 

SRC video featuring American 

Sign Language, the What is 

Summer Reading 

Club brochures available in 12 

languages, and the Value of 

Summer Reading 

Club pamphlet available in 39 

languages  

 

· Created dyslexia friendly 

adaptations for some 

supplemental print materials  

· Newcomer families were included 

and welcomed into the BC SRC 

reading community and their 

libraries, made possible by 

working with different settlement 

agencies and providing multi-

lingual SRC brochures  

 

· 88% of respondents in the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire indicated their 

children felt included in the 

program and/or library-related 

events   

Support literacy 

opportunities for 

children and their 

families during the 

summer months  

   

· Encouraged children to meet 

their daily reading goals 

through a flexible measure of 

their choosing for at least 7 

weeks to earn an SRC 

completion medal  

 

· Provided libraries with 

materials, as well as fun and 

engaging programs and 

activities such as weekly 

activities, quizzes, contests, 

and more, based on the 

annual theme voted by 

libraries: World of Curiosities 

  

· Promoted different types of 

literacy for participants to 

encourage reading and 

storytelling such as 

playwriting, oral storytelling, 

reading in other languages, 

and more  

   

· Over 97,000 children connected 

with the BC SRC and their local 

summer libraries in over 200 

communities across BC 

  

· 219,772 children participated in 

5,246 SRC related programs at 

their local libraries; 16,205 adults 

were also reached through these 

programs  

 

· Children logged over 

69,600 online reading entries 

throughout the summer  

 

· 86% of respondents in the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire indicated their 

children built up their reading 

confidence this summer  

 

· 93% of respondents in the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire indicated their 

children completed their reading 

goals this summer  
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· 81% of respondents in the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire indicated their 

children read more this summer 

  

· 36,100 participants received 

celebratory/completion medals  

Build community 

connections for 

participants, local 

public libraries, and 

beyond  

· Created individual library 

contact pages on bcsrc.ca to 

connect participants and 

caregivers to their local library  

 

· Continued to work with 

external library systems, 

Nunavut Library Association 

and Yellowknife Public Library 

to use BC SRC in their 

regions  

   

· 85% of respondents to the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire indicated they felt 

connected to a reading 

community through BC Summer 

Reading Club 

  

· 91% of respondents to the 

Participant Feedback 

Questionnaire made a visit to 

their local library to pick up a 

physical reading record (up by 

8% from 2023) 

  

· 378 community outreach events 

and 531 partnerships and 

community connections were 

developed by local libraries 

across the province to help 

promote BC SRC in their 

communities, reaching 30,357 

children and 22,140 adults 

 

· 142,024 children and 7,599 

adults connected with their local 

public library through 4,293 in-

person and virtual class visits 

(278 were done in French-

language classrooms)  

 

· The reach of BC SRC was 

expanded by connecting with 

children in Nunavut and 

Yellowknife 

Provide support for 

local public libraries  

   

· Provided libraries with free 

materials and resources, such 

as the annual manual, report 

card stuffers, information 

brochures, graphics, and more 

· Libraries’ capacity was increased 

by having access to a variety of 

program materials and resources 

through the inclusive annual BC 
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to successfully run the 

program, as well as virtual 

activities and programming 

options via the staff website  

 

· Worked with 5 BC public 

library systems to create the 

Annual BC SRC Manual to 

support library systems all 

over the province  

 

· Provided two training videos 

and an SRC glossary to 

familiarize new and veteran 

staff with the program  

 

· Hosted an exhibitor's booth at 

the BC Library Conference 

with information for this year's 

program  

 

· Prepared and facilitated a 

province-wide Participant 

Feedback Questionnaire that 

included demographic 

information, accessibility 

needs, and program 

benchmarks 

 

· Hosted and organized a 

webinar with AIDE Canada 

titled “Creating Autism Friendly 

Libraries” that included sharing 

of lived experience and 

valuable resource sharing 

SRC Manual and BC SRC staff 

website  

 

· 99,750 reading records were 

delivered to libraries across BC 

and to external provinces 

 

· Libraries exported their online 

registration data, including school 

reports, to meet their own needs 

  

· Libraries supported one another 

through the creation of the annual 

BC SRC manual and staff 

support via the BCLA Online 

Forums 

 

· Library staff had increased 

professional development 

through new online resources 

such as training videos, online 

glossary, and updates to the 

Accessibility Toolkit 

   

· Libraries were provided with 

direct feedback and measurable 

outcomes from the Participant 

Feedback Survey to better 

understand the needs of their 

community and participants  

 

· Introduced ways that libraries can 

create more inclusive and 

accessible experiences to young 

patrons with autism and 

intellectual disabilities and 

connected libraries to AIDE 

Canada’s resources 

Overview of SRC Registration 
This year, we saw a 6% increase from last year’s registration numbers (92,096 to 97,236) with 

31 libraries reporting increases in their registration numbers. When it came to how children 

participated, 95,738 children registered in-person and 1,584 opted to participate using the 

Online Reading Tracker. While usage for the online reading tracker is steadily declining, we 

know that it provides an important role in offering an accessible and alternative way to 

participate in the program for some children and their families. On the other hand, other 

caregivers indicated that they were happy that the in-person program encourages them to make 

regular library visits and find a balance for their child(ren)’s screen time usage.  
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“This reading program was absolutely amazing! My daughter just 
learned to read earlier this year, so she was beyond excited to 

have a reading challenge/tracker just for books she read herself! It 
was unfortunate that our library closed in the summer, but 

thankfully, we were able to go to the nearby town of Elkford to 
finish her tracker. She already asked to do it again next year! 

Thank you, and beautiful designs!”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

We would also like to acknowledge that while many libraries had their highest recorded SRC 

participation this year, a few library systems were unable to run their regular programs this year 

due to forest fire evacuations, flooding, job action, and limited staffing. Fortunately, even the 

libraries that did close their facilities were still able to hand out reading records to the children in 

their communities. This year, Fort Nelson Public Library opted to try to run their own all-ages, 

intergenerational program.  

"This was the first experience for my child, to participate in a 
[summer] reading club and collect a medal. She generally loves 
reading, but then this event kept her occupied for an hour every 

day until she managed to finish all the Cupcake Diaries book 
series and come back to search the hidden mouse every week. 
The overall experience was thrilling and also a great learning 

experience." 

From a Participant’s Caregiver 
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Graph 1: An overview of how BC SRC registration numbers have grown and were impacted by a global 

pandemic between 2018 to 2024. 

 

“The program brings these kids together from 3-4 of our local 
schools and from within the community. As the summer comes to 
an end we recognize that the kids' reading skills, patience, sharing 
skills, and communication has improved quite a bit and it makes 

the leaders feel accomplished.”  

From Kitimat Public Library 
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Community Connections 
One of the recurring themes in the feedback that we received from libraries across the province 

was the many ways that BC Summer Reading Club inspires community connections. From 

connecting individual branches of large systems together to bringing together rural remote 

libraries through collective planning for their regions, BC SRC is something that library workers 

across the province look forward to, and it acts as the conduit for building connections within 

public libraries. We also saw how families showed up and supported BC SRC through program 

registration and participation, as well as continued broader community buy-in as illustrated by 

the increased library partnerships with local organizations and school visits.   

“BC SRC unites all of our libraries (29) in a very large geographic 
area together. For us, the staff feel connected and our families 

love that they can travel in our region and still participate 
wherever they are.” 

From Okanagan Regional Library Staff 

Library staff also highlighted how SRC acts as an inviting avenue to welcome new library users 

and newcomers to Canada and the community. For many, it highlights how the library can be a 

third space that serves all members of the family. The ongoing summertime activities create a 

reason for return visits and allow children and their families to build relationships with their local 

libraries and feel like active members of their community.  

“Having a free for kids program that runs for a good chunk of the 
summer is huge for parents here.  Many people live at or below the 
poverty line so a place for them to come and play and have fun is 

a big deal.  Kids get to socialize, be creative and be further 
introduced to the world of reading.  It has been such a pleasure to 

meet new families and develop a relationship for them.  I have 
been able to have sit downs with them to really understand what 
they need from us regarding programming, literacy and support 

which I wouldn't have been able to do without SRC.  I have a much 
better grasp of what young families in our area need in our library 

and that is going to help us moving forward.”  

From Midway Public Library Staff 

As the cost of living increases and impacts more BC families, libraries highlighted how important 

it is for them to be able to offer high quality and free programming options to families in their 

communities. For our rural populations, many communities lack options for school-aged children 

during the summer months. However, their public libraries and BC SRC can help bridge the gap 
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and provide resources and a flexible method for children and their families to have a fun, free  

interactive summer program.  

 

Graph 2: An overview of the increases in class visits, library programs, community events, and 

partnerships between 2021 to 2024. 

School Visits 
We saw an increase of more than 380 class visits this year: there were 4,293 visits where 

librarians were able to reach 142,024 students and 7,599 teachers and support staff. It is also 

worth noting that 278 of these class visits were conducted in French language 

classrooms/schools. School visits are one of the most impactful ways that libraries can reach 

school-aged children, since visits generate excitement for the program and connect children 

with a “face” by introducing them to a librarian at their local branch. 

“School visits are one of the most effective methods of motivating 
students to join summer reading club. It also allows for 

connections to be made between school libraries and the public 
library.”   

From West Vancouver Memorial Library Staff 

 

Library Programs and Events 
In 2024, in-house and virtual library programs and events more than doubled from the previous 

year. Experiencing an increased demand for activities and events and having more capacity due 

to enhancement funding from the Province, BC public libraries responded to those community 

needs by delivering 5,246 programs and events, reaching 219,772 children and 16,205 adults 

this year. Five library systems worked with local Indigenous communities and delivered 

programs in an Indigenous language. Furthermore, libraries also delivered programs in 
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American Sign Language (ASL), French, Cantonese, Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, 

Persian/Farsi, Portuguese, Punjabi, Spanish, and Tigrinya. 

 

“Parents reported that in addition to encouraging kids to read and take 
pride in their reading achievement, Summer Reading Club offered new ideas 

and challenges that supported literacy growth. Parents commented that 
they also saw personal growth in their children as they engaged with new 

people and activities. We were also happy to see whole families interacting 
with each other (this is why we have younger kids attending programs with 
their school aged siblings). It truly is a community and community-building 

program.” 
 

From Penticton Public Library Staff 

 

Outreach and Partnerships 
While libraries increased their own programs and class visits, there was a slight decrease in 

outreach visits from 2023. Libraries collectively reported 378 outreach related visits to places 

and events such as community days, farmer’s markets, museums, literacy events, medal 

ceremonies, and more. Some libraries promoted SRC at Welcome to Kindergarten events to get 

soon-to-be school aged children excited for the program. Through these outreach events, 

libraries connected with and promoted BC SRC to 30,357 children and 22,140 adults. 

“The ceremony was so special for my daughter. She was proud of 
herself because of her accomplishment and because the mayor 
was at the ceremony to congratulate her! She loves reading and 
reads a lot already. However, the reading club helped her learn 

working towards achieving a goal. I love the idea and my daughter 
enjoyed participating in. We will be part of it every year from now 

on. Thank you for making this happen!“ 

From a Participant’s Caregiver  

 

In addition to various community outings, we noticed a 7% increase in partnerships, with 531 

partnerships reported by libraries. These partnerships consisted of working with local 

government agencies, newcomer groups, local First Nations, Indigenous-focused groups, 

literacy organizations, and more.  
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Evaluation 
As part of the continued assessment and evaluation how BC SRC impacts participants and their 

families, we once again invited parents and caregivers to provide feedback on their child(ren)’s 

SRC experience this year. The Feedback Questionnaire was similar to previous years’ offerings 

and contained a mixture of demographic-related questions and benchmarking questions to 

enable measurement against the program’s measurable outcomes. We continued to work with 

BC libraries to promote the Feedback Questionnaire and had a total of 650 individual responses 

that represented 1,136 children.   

“My child is a new learner reader so keeping up with reading 
practice through the summer, along with time spent having a 

parent read, helped encourage her to continue all summer. The 
opportunity to get a sticker every 7 days or practice helped keep 

up momentum.”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

We saw an improvement in our outcome benchmarks this year, with more caregivers reporting 

that their child(ren) felt part of a wider community through SRC and/or their local library, built up 

their reading confidence, read more, and felt included in SRC programs and/or related activities. 

As part of the qualitative feedback, caregivers shared their gratitude for the program, as well as 

suggestions for improvement such as requests for more activities or prizes. We also saw 

feedback indicating a need for offerings for younger children (toddlers and preschoolers) and 

more engaging activities for older participants. This feedback aligns with on our next stages of 

evaluation and exploring the possibilities of expansion and adaptation for SRC. 

“We loved this program, it was our child’s first time participating. 
She just started reading by herself this year during kindergarten. 

Everyday she would set up a timer and say “I need to do my 
Summer Reading Club”. Most of the time, she’ll read beyond the 
timer. It really encouraged her to read more and try new books 
(kids graphic novels). I’ve recommended it to friends. Looking 

forward to participating again next year.”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

 

Key Findings 
• 40 out of 69 participant BC libraries received feedback via the Feedback Questionnaire 

• 93% of respondents indicated that their child(ren) completed their SRC goals  

• When it came to participation methods: 



BC Summer Reading Club 2024 Final Report  

18 
 

o 75% of respondents indicated that their child(ren) participated using the print 

reading record  

o 8% of respondents indicated that their child(ren) participated using the online 

reading tracker  

o 16% of respondents indicated that their child(ren) participated using a 

combination of the print reading record and online reading tracker  

o 1% of respondents indicated that they were unsure of which method their 

child(ren) used to participate in the program  

• 74% of respondents indicated that their children did not have a disability and 5% of 

respondents chose not to respond to this question  

o Of the remaining 21% of respondents, 40% indicated that their child(ren)'s 

accessibility needs were met and 60% indicated that their child(ren)'s 

accessibility needs were not met  

• 85% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that their child(ren) felt part of a 

wider community through SRC and/or their local library  

• 86% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that their child(ren) built up their 

reading confidence this summer  

• 81% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that their child(ren) read more this 

summer 

• 88% of respondents either strongly agreed or agreed that their child(ren) felt included in 

the SRC program and/or related activities   

• 44% of respondents (284 responses) included qualitative feedback in the form of the 

additional feedback box, which was directly shared with the identified local library  

“I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the library for organizing 
such a fantastic reading program. My child loved it, and as a 

parent, I was also very impressed by the event. Reading has now 
become a daily habit for my child, and she has developed a great 

enthusiasm for it. When the library staff awarded her a reading 
medal, she was incredibly proud. I am confident that reading will 

remain a source of happiness and pride for her.”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 
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Accessibility 
As with previous years, BC SRC continued to explore ways to provide an inclusive and 

accessible experience for our participants and their families. This year, we continued to offer a 

variety of weekly online passive programs so children could participate no matter where they 

were located. We offered an updated version of the Online Reading Tracker that included a 

Challenges feature: libraries could provide various prompts and invite participants to try a new 

reading goal and/or experience. As libraries implement the Accessible British Columbia Act, we 

hope that they will increasingly see the benefits of promoting the Online Reading Tracker as an 

option for their participants. 

BC libraries also worked to serve their diverse community needs by offering programs and 

events in a variety of languages, including 38 programs delivered in American Sign Language. 

Libraries also delivered programs in nine languages, including 13 programs delivered in an 

Indigenous language in Castlegar, Cranbrook, Hazelton, Nelson, and Vancouver Island. The 

Vancouver Public Library successfully piloted their first Sensory Summer Reading Club 

program, a six-week small group storytime and craft activity for children and their families in 

preschool to grade 4. Some of the reasons that families participated included having an autistic 

child, being newcomers, or wanting a small group program. The program met a community 

need, as identified by the VPL’s Sensory Storytimes, offering a way for all children to participate 

and connect with SRC by providing a sensory-friendly, distraction-reduced program.     

 “I like how the goals include not just reading, but also 
experiences or new skills acquired over the summer, which is 

more holistic. I also like how there are weekly activities/games that 
are offered at the library, which make their local library visits even 

more engaging, besides borrowing books.”  

From a Participant’s Caregiver 

This summer, we were also thrilled to work with AIDE Canada, a non-profit national organization 

located in Richmond that provides free services and resources on autism and intellectual 

disabilities. AIDE Canada’s Librarian, Allison Hill, alongside Julia Kate Mitchell, an Autistic self-

advocate and Education and Employment Specialist at the Pacific Autism Family Network, 

delivered a webinar titled “Creating Autism Friendly Libraries”. Together, Allison and Julia 

provided a high-level overview on what it means to be autistic and how libraries can create safe 

and engaging environments for autistic young people. In addition to working with AIDE Canada, 

we were able to share this experience with TD Summer Reading Club and the New Brunswick 

Public Library Services, to extend the reach and impact of the presentation’s message on a 

national level. Lastly, we were fortunate to be able record the webinar so library workers can 

have continual access to the content, and we plan to build upon this webinar and provide more 

professional development opportunities for libraries in the coming year.   

The professional development opportunities and further exploration into increasing the 
accessibility of BC Summer Reading Club is made possible by the generosity of the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs via the one-time Province of British Columbia Covid-19 Relief and Recovery 
Grant. 

https://bcsrc.ca/staff/creating-autism-friendly-libraries/
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Ongoing Challenges & Request for Support 
The most pressing ongoing challenge facing BC Summer Reading Club is the budget, which 

has remained static while the program has grown, and inflation has increased. The current 

budget of $65,000 per year is no longer sufficient to meet the demands of this important, 

popular provincial program, which supports families, builds community, and makes life more 

affordable and enjoyable in British Columbia. This year, we saw a 6% increase in our 

participation numbers with some of our largest library systems all reporting increased numbers. 

The enhanced community engagement described in this report, combined with the impact of 

inflation on BC families, has resulted in year-over-year increases in participation that has led the 

program to exceed the current level of funding.  

We are requesting a one-time grant of $100,000 to support BC SRC, supplementing the core 

funding for the next 4 years of the program (2025, 2026, 2027, and 2028) and ensuring that 

libraries throughout the province continue to receive the materials and support they need, in the 

increased quantities required to meet the growing demands in their communities.  

The other challenge we are experiencing at an increasing rate is the impact of wildfires during 

the summer months. Forest fires impact many libraries during the summer, with communities 

being forced to evacuate, which understandably results in suspended BC SRC activities. We 

hope to consult with some of the rural remote communities that have limited resources and 

digital access impacted to see if there are ways to support their users and participants, so that 

children can continue to access the program during these trying and stressful moments as a 

way to provide a sense of normalcy and build a relationship with their local libraries.  

As with previous years, we continue to learn about the varying needs of BC’s public library 

systems and the communities that they serve. While we unfortunately cannot be a one-size fits 

all model, BC SRC will continue to adapt and find ways to best support and empower libraries 

within our own limited staffing capacities. 
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Conclusion 
With over 97,000 registered participants, BC SRC explored a World of Curiosities in over 200 

communities across the province. It was an honour to see children and their families visit their 

local libraries and celebrate their love of reading and learning. We continue to strive to provide 

the best free and engaging summer program that prioritizes an inclusive, equitable, and 

accessible experience for all community members, as well as supporting library workers across 

BC. As we enter our 35th year of running this annual tradition, we look forward contining to 

support and evolve the ways that children and their families have fun, engage with their peers, 

and build lifelong relationships with their local libraries. 

 

Image Caption: One of this year’s bookmark designs featuring a keepsake ticket inviting children on a 

“one way ticket to summer reading”. 

 

The BC SRC 2024 Report was prepared by: 

Rina Hadziev, BCLA Executive Director 

Stephanie Usher, BC SRC, Provincial Coordinator 
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Appendix A: BC SRC by the Numbers 
 

PARTICIPATION 

70 
BC libraries 

participated 

5,320* 
children 

registered 
online 

3,738 also 

opted to pick 

up a Reading 
Record 

4,536 
parents 

registered 
online 

69,620 
reading 
entries 
logged 

online 

 
95,738 
children 

registered  

in-person 

 
142,024 

children 
participated 

in class visits 

 
30,357 
children 

participated 

in 
community 

events  

 
219,772 

children 
attended in-

house library 
events 

 

97,322 
children registered in the BC SRC (online & in-person) 

 

PARENT & 

CAREGIVER 
SURVEY 

RESPONSES 

93%  
of 

respondents 

indicated 
their 

children 
completed 

their SRC 

reading 
goals 

88%  

of 
respondents 

strongly 
agree and 
agree that 

their children 
felt included 

in the 
program 
and/or 
library-
related 

events 

86% 
of 

respondents 

strongly 
agree and 
agree that 

their children 
built up their 

reading 
confidence 
this summer 

 

85%  
of 

respondents 

strongly 
agree or 

agree that 
their children 

felt 

connected 
to a reading 
community 
this summer 
through SRC 
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ADULTS 
DIRECTLY AND 

INDIRECTLY 

AFFECTED BY 
BC SRC 

7,599 
adults 
were 

reached 
through 

4,293 
school 

visits 

97,322 
parents 

participated 
(counting one 

adult per 

officially-
registered 

child)  
 

22,140 
adults 

participated 
in community 

events 

16,205 
adults 

participated 
in in-library 

events 

 

MATERIALS 
DISTRIBUTED TO 

LIBRARIES* 
(includes 

external library 
systems outside 

of BC) 

2,111 
posters 

100,300 
reading records 

36,100 
medals 
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Appendix B: BC SRC Registration Numbers 
LIBRARY SYSTEM CHILDREN 

REGISTERED IN-
PERSON 

CHILDREN 
REGISTERED 
THROUGH ONLINE 
READING TRACKER 
AND DID NOT PICK 
UP RR 

COMBINED 
TOTAL 

Alert Bay Public 
Library 0 6 6 
Beaver Valley Public 
LIbrary 26 1 27 
Bowen Island Public 
Library 113 4 117 
Burnaby Public 6,837 254 7,091 
Burns Lake Public 
Library 51 1 52 
Cariboo Regional 
District Library 187 4 191 
Castlegar & District 
Public Library 165 1 166 
Chetwynd Public 
Library 86 0 86 
Coquitlam Public 
Library 4,277 69 4,346 
Cranbrook Public 
Library 460 5 465 
Creston Valley Public 
Library 76 0 76 
Dawson Creek 
Municipal Public 
Library 565 0 565 
Elkford Public Library 74 0 74 
Fernie Heritage 
Library 52 0 52 
Fort Nelson Public 
Library* 0 1 1 
Fort St. John Public 
Library 404 6 410 
Fort St. James Public 
Library 25 0 25 
Fraser Lake Public 
Library Association 76 0 76 
Fraser Valley 
Regional Library 11,598 47 11,645 
Gibsons & District 
Public Library 233 0 233 
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Grand Forks & 
District Public Library 329 1 330 
Granisle Public 
Library 28 0 28 
Greater Victoria 
Public Library 9,061 35 9,096 
Greenwood Public 
Library 11 0 11 
Hazelton District 
Public Library 40 0 40 
Houston Public 
Library 62 0 62 
Hudson's Hope 
Public Library 27 0 27 
Invermere Public 
Library 67 1 68 
Kaslo & District 
Public Library 56 1 57 
Kimberley Public 
Library 55 3 58 
Kitimat Public Library 53 1 54 
Lillooet Area Library 
Association 34 3 37 
Mackenzie Public 
Library 38 1 39 
McBride & District 
Public Library 42 0 42 
Midway Public 
Library 8 0 8 
Nakusp Public 
Library 7 0 7 
Nelson Public Library 104 3 107 
New Westminster 
Public Library 1,563 50 1,613 
North Vancouver City 
Library 1,405 65 1,470 
North Vancouver 
District Public Library 3,742 28 3,770 
Okanagan Regional 
Library 7,994 145 8,139 
Pemberton & District 
Public Library 205 1 206 
Pender Island Public 
Libary 75 0 75 
Penticton Public 
Library 197 1 198 
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Port Moody Public 
Library 1,195 8 1,203 
Pouce Coupe Library 40 0 40 
Powell River Public 
Library 70 0 70 
Prince George Public 
Library 750 1 751 
Prince Rupert Public 
Library 68 0 68 
Radium Hot Springs 
Public Library 42 0 42 
Richmond Public 
Library 3,694 115 3,809 
Rossland Public 
Library Association 51 0 51 
Salmo Public Library 23 2 24 
Salt Spring Island 
Public Library 75 4 79 
Sechelt Public 
Library 115 1 116 
Smithers Public 
Library 150 0 150 
Sparwood Public 
Library 61 0 61 
Squamish Public 
Library 378 2 380 
Stewart Public 
Library 15 0 15 
Surrey Libraries 16,627 339 16,966 
Taylor Public Library 24 0 24 
Telkwa Reading 
Centre 30 0 30 
Terrace Public 
Library 271 1 272 
Thompson-Nicola 
Regional Library 2,038 15 2,053 
Trail & District Public 
Library 170 0 170 
Valemount Public 
Library 12 2 12 
Vancouver Island 
Regional Library 8,001 20 8,021 
Vancouver Public 
Library 8,466 325 8,791 
Vanderhoof Public 
Library 250 0 250 
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West Vancouver 
Memorial Library 2,410 8 2,418 
Whistler Public 
Library 204 2 206 
TOTAL 
REGISTRATIONS: 95,738 1,582 97,322 

 

*Fort Nelson opted out of participating in BC SRC this summer to host their own all-ages 

program. However, they had one participant register online. 
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Appendix C: Financial Summary 2024 BC Summer Reading Club 
 

Statement of Expenses 
Artist, Graphic Design $6,700 
Online Reading Tracker Development $1,950 
Coordinator Salary $10,500 
Assistant Salary $4,500 
Software, Tools, and Administration $10,550 

Website and Online Tracker Hosting  $1,500 
Merchandise (t-shirts, hats, tattoos) $2,850 
Print Materials & Distribution $43,800 
BC Library Conference $6,000 
Accessibility Professional Development $600 

TOTAL $88,900 
 

 
Statement of Revenue 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs $65,000 
Province of British Columbia Covid-19 Relief and Recovery Grant* $100,000 
BC Library Association (estimate of salary in-kind plus one-time 
coverage of expenses exceeding core funding at end of 2024) 

$25,000 

TOTAL $170,000 
 

 

*This grant is to be spent over the course of several years  
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Appendix D: The Full BC Summer Reading Club 2024 Team 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to these individuals for helping making BC SRC 2024 possible: 

Stephanie Usher, BC SRC, Provincial Coordinator 
Kate Wood, BC SRC, Provincial Assistant 
Larissa Clotildes and Victoria Ellis and Prince George Public Library, Committee Co-Chairs 
Gen Zichy and Pemberton & District Public Library, Committee Co-Chair 
Kate Adams and Richmond Public Likbrary, Content Creator 
Corene Maret Brown and Port Moody Public Library, Content Creator 
Erin Crowley and Fraser Valley Regional Library, Content Creator 
Krista Harrison and Stephanie Baum and Surrey Libraries, Content Creators 
Kelly Savage and Vancouver Public Library, Content Creator 
Dr. Tess Prendergast, Inclusion Consultant and UBC iSchool Lecturer 
UBC iSchool Students, Inclusion Reviewers 
Lauren Achtem and Tina Galanopoulos, Graphic Designers  
James Matsuba, Online Reading Tracker App Developer 
Mari Martin, Director, Public Libraries Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
Adrienne Wass, Library Consultant, Public Libraries Branch, Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
Karen Ranalletta, CUPE BC, President  
Leigh Anne Palmer and the staff, InterLINK 
Angie Ayupova, BCLA, Manager 
Cynthia Ford, BCLA, Project Coordinator 
Rina Hadziev, BCLA, Executive Director 
 

http://www.bcsrc.ca/
http://www.bcsrc.ca/
https://www.surreylibraries.ca/
https://www.pgpl.ca/
https://www.portmoodylibrary.ca/en/index.aspx
https://www.fvrl.bc.ca/
https://www.surreylibraries.ca/
http://www.vpl.ca/
https://ischool.ubc.ca/profile/tess-prendergast/
https://ischool.ubc.ca/
https://laurenipsum.ca/
https://tinagalanopoulos.myportfolio.com/work
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/arts-culture/public-libraries/tool-resources-library-administrators/about-the-libraries-branch
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/arts-culture/public-libraries/tool-resources-library-administrators/about-the-libraries-branch
https://www.cupe.bc.ca/
https://www.interlinklibraries.ca/
https://bclaconnect.ca/
https://bclaconnect.ca/
https://bclaconnect.ca/
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